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The Data on Alcohol and Tobacco in
Africa (DATA) Project
Data is a key to the developmentof the evidence based policy.
Data may exists, but its availability is not evident and/or access is
restricted.
The Data on Alcohol and Tobacco in Africa (DATA) Project funded by the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) catalogues and
disseminates economic data related to alcohol and tobacco market in
Sub-Saharan Africa.
Hosted by the Economics of Tobacco Control Project (ETCP) and
supported by DataFirst, both at the University of Cape Town (UCT).
The pilot stage focused on South Africa, Botswana, Kenya, Namibia, and
Senegal, with the goal of expanding across Africa.

Countries included in the DATA
Project
In addition to the 5 pilot
countries, the DATA
portal has data for 11
other countries:

Pilot countries
Other countries
in the portal
Countries not in
the portal

Egypt
Ethiopia
Ghana
Lesotho,
Malawi,
Mauritius,
Nigeria,
Uganda,
Swaziland,
Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

Aims
- To provide a single point of access for researchers
interested in tobacco and alcohol market in Africa
- To increase traffic on to existing data disseminating
platforms.

We do this by:
1. broadening access to existing tobacco and alcohol data,
2. increasing awareness of available data, and
3. encouraging research on tobacco and alcohol markets.

Project Design
Dissemination of primary data collected by ECTP
Collating data (e.g. time-series) into referenced data sheets
from publicly available sources.
Sharing data available from external sources by obtaining
permissions from data producers.
Creating metadata to describe data available in external
repositories and redirect users to these sites.
Curating data and sharing it in research-ready datasets.
DATA saves researchers the time and effort involved in
collecting or collating data.

Data Collected by the Project:
African Cigarette Prices, 2016
UCT students collect cigarette price data during the 2 annual
school breaks, from retail outlets and street vendors in
numerous coutries in Africa; 9300 individual data entries.
Data is available for free, but we sceen interested parties
before allowing access.
The aim is to create a retail cigarette price database to assess
price differences across countries, between brands, in urban
and rural settlements, and over time.

Cigarette Price Data Collection

African Cigarette Price
Data Collection, Economics
of Tobacco Control Project,
2016

Collated Data for Kenya 19902016
Source data: annual reports (KNBS: Economic Survey and
Statistical Surveys, WHO reports).
Data were extracted, data quality check was performed then
it was posted in research-ready formats, together with
metadata.
The data curation and users’ support provided by DataFirst.
The data is in the public domain and available for free as
open data.
Researchers must register on the DataFirst platform to
access the microdata.

Data Owned by External Data
Repositories: Various Datasets
We performed key word searches (alcohol, cigarettes,
smoke, tobacco) from data portals (National data portal,
World Bank, WHO, etc) and created a data inventory.
We then reached to the data owners and request a
permission to create links from the external portals to
our portal, and to to share the metadata.
Users who wish to access the microdata are redirected to
the external portal.

Results
Currently 96 datasets are
listed on the DATA Project’s
site.
These include open access
data collected by ETCP, data
collated by the DATA project,
discovery metadata and links
to relevant data available on
other sites.
These are available for our 5
pilot countries and 11 other
African countries.
In one year, we have had over
9000 visits and 90 unique
downloads of datasets owned
by the project.

The DATA Portal

Lessons Learned
Data relevant for economic research on tobacco and
alcohol use do exists, but data owners/producers are not
using the available tools to facilitate data visibility and
data access.

Data owners are reluctant to make their data open.
However, data are often reported in various different
reports and can be collated, curated and disseminated.

Discussion
Our challenges have been principally around access,
permissions and data quality control.
These are not unique to Africa but are exacerbated by
lack of skills and infrastructure in some countries.
Collating existing data and disseminating it in researchready formats motivates research.

Conclusion
We are encouraging data owners to open access to data, by
providing the essential infrastructure, security and expertise
for data sharing.

We promote better data quality through feedback from data
users.
The DATA project has been refunded for another 2 years to
focus tobacco and food systems data in Sub-Saharan African
countries.

Funding
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The portal can be accessed on:
https://www.datafirst.uct.ac.za/dataportal/index.php/catalog/D
ATA/about
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